Supplementary File 1. Teaching and Task Materials

Six-Week Teaching Schedule and Fixed Task Materials

Overview

The classroom protocol was implemented over six consecutive weeks, with one 50-minute session per week in both instructional conditions. The task-based learning condition and the Presentation-Practice-Production condition covered the same weekly themes, communicative goals, and target expressions. The difference between conditions lay in instructional sequencing rather than topic coverage.

Week 1. Classroom disagreement

Communicative focus: expressing disagreement appropriately with a classmate in a face-sensitive situation.
Pragmatic focus: mitigation, stance softening, and turn management.
Target expressions:
•	I understand your point, but…
•	Could we consider…
•	I have a slightly different view.

Week 2. Teacher consultation

Communicative focus: consulting an instructor about academic requirements, a missed deadline, or assignment clarification.
Pragmatic focus: respectful request formulation, explanation, and repair.
Target expressions:
•	I would like to ask about…
•	I am sorry, but I am still not clear about…
•	Would this arrangement be acceptable?

Week 3. Peer collaboration

Communicative focus: negotiating roles and responsibilities in a group task.
Pragmatic focus: suggestion, negotiation, acceptance, and refusal.
Target expressions:
•	How about dividing the work like this?
•	Who do you think should take this part?
•	If it works for you, I can…

Week 4. Host-family interaction

Communicative focus: responding to a misunderstanding in a host-family setting.
Pragmatic focus: clarification, politeness, and culturally sensitive explanation.
Target expressions:
•	Thank you for reminding me.
•	What I meant was…
•	I may not have expressed myself clearly.

Week 5. Internship communication

Communicative focus: asking for clarification, adjusting arrangements, and responding to workplace instructions.
Pragmatic focus: role awareness, workplace politeness, and concise response.
Target expressions:
•	I would like to confirm…
•	If needed, I can revise it immediately.
•	May I check whether I understood this correctly?

Week 6. Public-service interaction

Communicative focus: seeking help, clarification, or service adjustment in an unfamiliar public setting.
Pragmatic focus: request mitigation, explanation, and interactional repair.
Target expressions:
•	Could you please help me check this?
•	What should I do in this situation?
•	Sorry, I may have misunderstood.

Lesson Plans for the Task-Based Learning Condition

Each 50-minute task-based learning session followed the same four-stage sequence.

Stage 1. Scenario and goal introduction (5 min)

The instructor introduced the weekly scenario in Chinese, stated the communicative goal, and clarified the contextual roles without pre-teaching a complete dialogue.

Stage 2. Planning phase (5 min)

Learners worked in small groups to identify possible responses, anticipate face-sensitive moments, and select language appropriate to the scenario.

Stage 3. Main task phase (18 min)

Learners completed the communicative task in pairs or triads. Teacher intervention was limited to clarification of task instructions and did not include real-time correction of target forms.

Stage 4. Reflection and feedback (20 min)

The class reviewed selected responses, discussed pragmatic choices, identified stronger and weaker formulations, and reflected on stance, mitigation, repair, and interactional effectiveness.

Lesson Plans for the Presentation-Practice-Production Condition

Each 50-minute Presentation-Practice-Production session followed the same three-stage sequence.

Stage 1. Presentation (16 min)

The instructor presented target expressions, sentence patterns, and short sample dialogues related to the weekly scenario.

Stage 2. Controlled practice (16 min)

Learners completed guided repetition, substitution, matching, and short structured exchanges designed to stabilize target forms.

Stage 3. Constrained production (16 min)

Learners completed a short production task based on the same weekly scenario, using the presented expressions and patterns.

The weekly themes and communicative situations were matched to those used in the task-based learning condition.

Scenario-to-Target-Expression Mapping
	Week
	Theme
	Pragmatic Focus
	Example Target Expressions

	1
	Classroom disagreement
	Mitigation, stance management
	I understand your point, but…

	2
	Teacher consultation
	Respectful request
	I would like to ask about…

	3
	Peer collaboration
	Negotiation
	How about dividing the work like this?

	4
	Host-family interaction
	Clarification, politeness
	What I meant was…

	5
	Internship communication
	Role awareness
	I would like to confirm…

	6
	Public-service interaction
	Request, repair
	Could you please help me check this?


Oral Discourse Completion Task Prompts

Five fixed prompts were administered at each assessment occasion. Prompt wording remained unchanged across T0, T1, and T2.

Prompt 1. Classroom disagreement

You and your classmate disagree about how to organize a group presentation. Your classmate insists on a plan that you think will not work well. Respond appropriately.

Prompt 2. Teacher consultation

You misunderstood the deadline for an assignment. You want to explain the situation to your teacher and ask what you should do next. Respond appropriately.

Prompt 3. Host-family misunderstanding

Your host family thinks you were unhappy with dinner because you did not eat much. In fact, you were not feeling well. Respond appropriately.

Prompt 4. Internship clarification

Your internship supervisor explains a task quickly, and you are not sure that you understood correctly. You want to ask for clarification politely. Respond appropriately.

Prompt 5. Public-service request

You are at a service counter and realize that you filled in the wrong form. You need help correcting the problem. Respond appropriately.

Role-Play Scenarios and Role Cards

One filmed role-play task was administered per pair or triad at each assessment occasion. The scenarios belonged to the same communicative domain as the weekly teaching materials but were not identical to the classroom practice scripts.

Scenario A. Group presentation conflict

Role 1: You want to simplify the project plan because the deadline is close.
Role 2: You think the original plan is better and do not want to reduce the content.
Task: Discuss the issue and reach a workable decision.

Scenario B. Teacher consultation after misunderstanding

Role 1: You are a student who misunderstood an instruction and now needs help.
Role 2: You are the teacher and want to understand what happened before giving advice.
Task: Explain the situation and negotiate a next step.

Scenario C. Host-family misunderstanding

Role 1: You are an international student living with a host family.
Role 2: You are the host parent and think the student is dissatisfied.
Task: Clarify the misunderstanding and restore a comfortable atmosphere.

Scenario D. Internship schedule adjustment

Role 1: You need to clarify or adjust a workplace arrangement.
Role 2: You are the workplace supervisor.
Task: Discuss the issue and agree on a practical solution.

Scenario E. Public-service clarification

Role 1: You need help in an unfamiliar service setting.
Role 2: You are the staff member providing assistance.
Task: Explain the problem clearly and reach a resolution.

